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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: The article considers the historical development of archaeological
Zhetisu, Middle exploration of the medieval town of Koilyk (known in written sources
Ages, Silk Road as Koilyk, Pulad) located in the northeastern Zhetisu region. Koilyk
cities, Koilyk, was one of the most important political, economic and cultural
Antonovka, centers along the Great Silk Road in the Middle Ages. The study
archaeology, offers a comprehensive analysis of written sources and archaeological
Z?Ceggg’() s materials, thereby determining the role and significance of the town

in the regional historical context. Particular attention is devoted to
the accounts of the European traveler and French envoy Guillaume
de Rubruck, who traveled to Mongolia through the Zhetisu region in

bathhouse, mosque,
khanaka, temple.

IRSTI 03.41.91. the thirteenth century. His records constitute an important source for

the study of medieval Koilyk, providing valuable information about
DOI https://doi. the town as a major commercial center and describing the ethnic
org/10.32523/ and religious diversity of its population. The article also reviews the
2664-5157-2026-2-  scholarly perspectives of both domestic and foreign researchers, including
54-76 V.V. Bartold, A.N. Bernshtam, M. Tynyshbayev, K.M. Baipakov. Their

interpretations concerning the location and historical significance of
Koilyk are comparatively analyzed. Archaeological evidence confirms
that the site of Koilyk corresponds to the settlement of Antonovka,
located in the eastern part of the village of Koilyk in the Sarkant district
of the Almaty region. Systematic excavations conducted since 1998
have made it possible to reconstruct the internal structure of the city.
The citadel, shahristan, and rabad were identified, and the urban layout
was established. Excavations revealed the remains of various religious
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structures, demonstrating that Islam, Buddhism, and Manichaeism coexisted in Koilyk. In
particular, the locations of a mosque, a Buddhist temple, a Manichaean church, and a Sufi
khangah were identified. In addition, public and residential buildings — including bathhouses,
mausoleums, residential buildings and economic complexes, and new data were obtained
on the social structure of the town. Since 2004, within the framework of the state program
“Cultural Heritage”, archaeological research has intensified, allowing for a more detailed
study of the cultural layers of the site. These investigations have clarified the role of Koilyk
not only within the Zhetisu region but also within broader international trade networks.
Archaeological finds included both locally produced goods and imported items from China
and Iran. Coins (tenge) minted in Koilyk were also discovered, indicating the town’s extensive
economic connections and the high level of development of crafts and trade. Overall, the
article provides a comprehensive assessment of the significance of Koilyk in the processes of
urbanization and in the cultural and economic development of medieval Zhetisu.
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OpTarachIpJibiK, KOMJIBIK Kajiacsl: xka36a JepeKkTep MeH apXeoJIOTUAJIBIK 3epTTeyJiep!
AnHoTanuA. Makasaza CONTYCTiK-IbIFbIC JKeTicy XepiH/le OpHaJIaCKaH OPTaFacChIPJIBIK

Korielk KasaceiHbIH (ka3ba gepektepgse Koiieik, [Tynan araysapeiMeH Oesrijii) Tapuxm
JlaMyBl MEH apXeoJIOTHJIBIK 3epTTesly Ke3eHAepi KapacTelpsuiagbl. KOWJIBIK — OpTa FackIp-
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napaa ¥ael JKibek >koJibl OOWMBIHAAFBl MaHBI3ABl CasCH, 3KOHOMUKAJIBIK XoHEe MoJeHU
opTasbIKTapAbIH Oipi 60sFaH Kasia. 3epTrey 6aphichiHa XKa30a AepeKTep MeH apXeOoJI0TUAJIBIK,
Marepuanaap KellleHi Typ/Ae TaJlAaHbll, KaJlaHbIH aliMaK TapUXbIHAAFbI OPHBI aUKbIHAAJIA b
XIII raceipaa Xeticy eHipi apkbuisl MOHFOIMsSFA canap MIeKKeH eyporlasblK casxaTiibl 9pi
dpanuys enmici 'masoMm e PyOpyKToiH eHOeKTepi opTa FachipAarbl KOMIBIK KaJlalllbIFBIHBIH
TapUXblH 3epTTeyderi MaHbI3 bl lepekke3aepAiH Oipi 60J1bi TabbLIaAbl. OHBIH )Xa30asapeiHAa
KoMIBIKTHIH ipi cayfla OpTaJbIFbl peTiHAe cUMaTTaybl, COHOAN-aK Kaja TYPFBIHAAPbIHBIH
STHUKAJIBIK XoHe JIiHM KYPaMbIHBIH aJIyaH[BIFBl XOHiHJle KYHJIbI MoJliMeTrTep OepisreH.
ConbiMeH KaTtap Makasnaaa B.B. Baprosapga, A.H. Beprmiram, M. Teinbimibaes, K.M.Baiinakos
CUSIKTHI OTAH/IBIK XoHe IIeTes[iK 3epTTeyIijiepiH FRUIBIMUA Ke3KapacTaphl KapacThIPhLIbI,
KoMJIBIK, KaJTaChIHBIH, OPHAJIACYhl MEH TapUXW MaHBI3bIHA KATBICTHI MiKipJiepi CaJbICThIPMAaJIbl
TypAe TajfaHaAbl. ApXeoJIOTUsJIBIK 3epTTeyJjiep HaThxkeciHae KoOIJIBIK KaJlaChIHBIH OpPHBI
Kazipri AsmMaThl 06Jibickl CapKaHT aylaHbl ayMarbiHa, KOMIbIK aybLIBIHBIH ITBIFBIC O6JTiriHAe
OpHaJlacKaH AHTOHOBKA KaJIallILIFBIHA CoUKeC KeJieTiHi masesnaeHAdi. 1998 xwuigaH O6acrtan
JKYPri3ijireH KemleH/[li Ka3z0a kKyMbICTaphl KaJIaHBIH illIKi KYPBUIBIMBIH aHBIKTayFa MYMKiHJIK
Oepai. 3eprTey OaphiChIHAA LUTajesb, IMIaXpUCTaH >XoHe pabaj aliMakTapbl OeJrijieHir,
KaJIaHBIH, JXOCHapJibl KYPBUIBIMEL KasnblHa Kenripingi. Kasba OapbicelHAa 9pTypJii AiHU
FAUMapaTTapAblH KaJAblKTapel TaObuUibl, KOMJIBIK KajacelHAa HcjaaM, OyAAu3M JXoHe
MaHUXeWJIiK ceHiMIepAiH KaTap eMip cypreHi aHbIKTajJfpl. ATamn alTKaHa, MelriT, 6yaaa
rubaaTxaHachl, MAHUXEWJTIK ITTlipKeYy XoHe COTBLIBIK OaFbITTAaFbl XaHaKa TIPi3Ai HhICaHapAblH
OpBIHAApPH 3epTTesifi. ByaH OeJjiek, KOFaM/bIK JKoHe TYPMBICTHIK CUIIATTaFbl KYPbUIBICTAP:
MOHIIIajiap, KeceHesiep, TYPFBIH Yiljlep MeH MIapyallblIbIK KellleH/iep aHbIKTaJIbII, KaJlaHbIH
9JIEyMETTiK KYPBUIBIMBI XOHiH/Ie KaHa JepekTep aybiHabl. 2004 xpuigaH 6acran «MameHu
Mypa» MeMJIeKeTTik OarpapjiaMachl ascblHAA apXeoJIOTUSJIBIK 3epTTeyJiep ayKbIMbI
KeHelin, KaJlJaHbIH MaJleHU KabaTTaphl TepeHiHeH 3epAeJieH[i. by xxymbictap KOMIBIKTHIH
XKericy eHipiHmeri rFaHa emec, XaJbIKapasblK caya KaTbIHAacTaphl XyHeciHIeri OpHBIH
HaKThIayFa MYMKiHAIK Oeppai. Kasba HoTmxeciHAe TaObUIFaH apXeoJIOTUAJIBIK oOJDKajiap
apachiHJla XeprijiikTi eHfipic OyiipiMaapeiMeH KaTap KeiTali mMeH HMpaHHaH XeTKizijireH
3arTap, coHjan-ak KOMJIBIKTA COFBUIFAH TEHTeJiep aHBIKTAJbl. ATaJiFaH MaTepuasap
KaJIaHBIH 5KOHOMUKAJIBIK, OaliJIaHBICTapBIHBIH KeH OOJIFaHBIH JXoHe KOJIOHep MeH cayJaHbIH
XKOFaphl JeHrelijle JaMbiFaHbiH KepceTedi. XKaanel asFaHja, Makaiga KoOMblK KajachIHBIH
opTarachpJbIK XKeTicy TapuxbsIHAAFk KajlaJlaHy, Ma/IeH! KoHe YKOHOMUKAJIBIK yiepicTepaeri
MaHBI3bIH KellleH[i Typ/e alibll KepceTesi.

KinT ce3nep: XKeticy, opta racseip, XKibek 50161 60IBIHAAFE Kas1asiap, KoMIsIK, AHTOHOBKA,
apxeoJiorus, 3epTreyJiep, Kazba, MOHIIA, MeIlliT, XaHaKa, FubaaTxaHa
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CPEI[HEBEKOBbIﬁ ropon KoMJIbIK: MUChbMEHHbIE MCTOUHUKU U apxeoJiorn4yeckKkue
HccaiieqoBaHuAa

AnHoTanusa. B cratbe paccMaTpuBalOTCs HUCTOPUYECKOE PasBUTHE M JTAIbl apXeoJo-
rMYeckoro M3y4eHus CpeJHEeBeKOBOro ropoga KoMBIK, pacnosiokeHHOr0 Ha TeppUTOPUU
CeBepO-BOCTOYHOI'O KeThiCy, M3BECTHOIO B IMCbMEHHBIX WMCTOYHUKAX I10[ Ha3BaHUAMU
Kotineik u ITynaz. B anoxy CpeqHeBeKOBbs TOPOJ AABJIAJICA BaXHBIM LIEHTPOM IOJIUTUYECKOM,
SKOHOMMYECKOU 1 KyJIbTYPHOH XM3HU PerruoHa M 3aHMMaJl KJIl0YeBOe MeCTO Ha TOPIOBBIX
MapumpyTtax Besnuxoro IllesnxkoBoro mytu. Ero crparernyeckoe INOJIOKEHUE U pa3BUTasd
TPAHCIIOPTHAA CETh CIOCOOCTBOBAIN (HOPMUPOBAHUI0 AKTUBHOTO TOPrOBO-PEMECIJIEHHOI'O
y3Jla ¢ pa3HOOOpa3HBIMU KYJIbTYPHBIMU W coLUaIbHBIMM (PyHKOUAMU. B pabote ocoboe
BHUMAaHUe yIeJIEHO aHaJIN3Y NMCbMEHHBIX MICTOUYHUKOB, IIPeX e BCEro 3aMeTOK (GPaHI[y3CKOI0
nyTeliecTBeHHUKa U nocsia XIII Beka I'myiboma fe PyOpyka, KOTOpBIN GUKCUPOBAJl CBeJleHus
O CTPYKType HaceJIeHWs, DKOHOMHUUYECKNX CBA3AX U MHOroo0pasmuy peIMrho3HBIX OOLIMH.
JlonoJTHUTEeIBHO paccMaTpyBalTCA HayuyHble NOo3unuu 1 BeBOAB B.B. bapronpma, A.H.
bepumitama, M. TeiHbpimOaeBa u K.M. DBaiimakoBa, BHeCHIMX 3HauYUTEJbHBIN BKJIAL B
Jokanuzanuio Koisiblka M peKOHCTPYKLHMI0 ero HUCTopruueckoro obsmka. CorocTaBjeHue
pPasHbIX MHTepHpeTalnuil I03BOJIAET YTOYHUTH POJIb IOpoja KaK perMoHajibHOro U
TPAHCPErMOHAJIBHOIO I[eHTpa B CpPeOHEBEKOBHINI Iepruof. ApxeoJiornyeckue JaHHBIE
MOATBEPXKAAT, 4YTO TOPOACKHE OCTAaTKH COCPENOTOYEHBl Ha TEPPUTOPHUU TOpOAUINA
AHTOHOBKa, BOCTOYHOU OKpanHe coBpeMeHHOro cesja Koiyibik CapkaHCKOro paiioHa
AnvatuHckoin obsactu. C koHma 1990-x romoB 3[ech MHPOBOLATCA cUCTeMaTUdecKue
PAaCKOINKY, BBIABUBILKE OCHOBHBIE 3JIEMEHTHl I'PaJIOCTPOMUTEJIBHOW CTPYKTYpBI: IUTafesib,
maxpucTaH u paban. Mx opraHusaius oTpaxaeT THUIMYHYI0 MOJesb BOCTOYHOI'O ropopa
CpenHeBeKOBbs € XOPOIIO Pa3BUTOM IJIAHUPOBKOM. B xo/e nccieqoBanmii 66111 0OHapYKeHbI
pPeJINTUO3HbIE COOPYXXEHUs pas3JIMYHbIX KOH(peccuil, BKJIYasA MedyeTb, OyAAUNCKUN XpaM,
MaHUXENCKyI0 IIepKOBb M XaHaka. OTU OOBEeKThl AEeMOHCTPHPYIOT COCYIIeCTBOBAaHUE
HECKOJIBKMX PeJINTMO3HBIX TPAAULAN U MOAYEePKHUBAIOT MHOTO3THUYHBIN XapakTep ropofa.
Taxxe n3ydeHbl 00LIeCTBEHHbIE M XO3AUCTBEHHBIe 00BbEKTH: OaHU, MaB30Jiey, KUJble JoMa
1 IIPOM3BOACTBEHHbIE NTOCTPOMKH, YTO II03BOJIA€T PEKOHCTPYUPOBATh [IOBCEHEBHYIO XU3Hb
HacesieHuA. C 2004 roga B paMKax rocyJapCTBeHHOU nporpaMmel «KyJibTypHOe Hacjeaue»
apxeoJsiornyeckrde paboOThl MOJIyYW/IM [ajibHeHllee pa3BUTHE. JTO IMO3BOJIMJIO NMOAPOOHO
HccieoBaTh KyJIbTypPHBIE HAIJIACTOBAHNA, COLMAJIbHYI0 MHGPACTPYKTYPY U SKOHOMUUYECKYI0
JleATeIbHOCTD ropoAa. Cpeiu HaXOA0K — U3/eJIiA MEeCTHBIX MacTepoB, OBITOBbIE ITPEeIMETHI, a
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Takxe MMINOPTHbBIe apTedakTel U3 Kuras u Mpana. HymuamaTtuueckue MaTepralbl, BKJIIOUas
MOHEThl MECTHO YeKaHKH, CBHJETEeJIbCTBYIOT O Pa3BUTON JEeHEXHOU CUCTeMe U BBICOKOM
SKOHOMMYECKON akKTHUBHOCTU. B mnemom KoOWBIK MpeAcTaBsissI cOOOM 3HAYMMBIN ILIEHTP
ypObaHNCTHUYECKOTO, KYJIbTYPHOTO M 3KOHOMHUYECKOTO PAa3BUTHsA CpelHEeBEKOBOTO JKeTriCy,
aKTUBHO BOBJIEUEHHBII B MeXpervuoHajbHble TOProBble U KyJIbTypPHbIe OOMEHHI.

KiioueBsle ciioBa: Xetricy, Cpe/iHeBEKOBbe, TOPOJIa MIEJTKOBOTO Ty TH, KOMJIBIK, AHTOHOBKA,
apxeoJiorus, UccjieJOBaHWsA, pacKONKY, OaHsA, MeueTh, XaHaKa, XpaM.

Introduction

The main purpose of the study is to comprehensively analyze the historical and civilizational
role of the medieval town of Koilyk and the Zhetisu region in the Middle Ages, as well as to
determine its position within the international trade system, its economic autonomy and its
distinctive features as a cultural center.

To achieve this aim, the following tasks are set:

— first, to describe the socio-economic development of the town based on archaeological
and numismatic data;

- second, to determine the strategic significance of Koilyk along the Great Silk Road;

— third, to reveal its character as a multicultural space by analyzing religious sites and
cultural complexes within the town;

— fourth, to assess the historical place of the monument at the regional and international
levels in the XIII-XIV centuries by comparing written and material data.

The medieval town of Koilyk is of particular historical significance as a point of convergence
of urban development processes, international trade relations, and a multi-confessional
cultural space in the Zhetisu region. Located in the Ili valley, the town was one of the
strategic centers on the northeastern Zhetisu branch of the Great Silk Road. Archaeological
and numismatic evidence indicate that in the XIII century, Koilyk had reached a high level
of political and economic development, emerging as a major urban center actively integrated
into both interregional and international trade systems. As a result of written sources and
archaeological identification, the aligment of Koilyk with the modern settlement of Antonovka
made it possible to clarify its historical and geographical location.

Numismatic materials constitute an important indicator of the economic autonomy of
Koilyk. In the first half of the XIII century, approximately between 630 and 640 AH, both silver
and copper coins (tenge) were minted in the city. The findings that the copper coins found
during the excavations were utilized in local circulation and they were produced within the
town indicate the existence of a mint operated in Koilyk (Baipakov, Petrov, 2007). This fact
underscores the political importance of the Koilyk town as the only major center in Zhetisu
capable of issuing its own coinage during the period of the Mongol invasion. In addition, the
discovery of coins dating back to the Golden Horde period indicates that the city sustained its
economic activity until the XIV century (Baipakov, 2012).

The international reputation of Koilyk is closely associated with its status as one of the key
junctions along the Great Silk Road. The fact that the road originating from Iki Oghuz and
directed toward Kayalyk, the capital of the Karluk yabghus, indicates that the town possessed
not only regional but also transregional significance (Baipakov, Voyakin, 2012). In 2014,
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the inclusion of the transnational nomination “The Great Silk Road: Chang an Tian Shan
Corridor” inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage list facilitated the global recognition of
several monuments located along the Kazakhstani part of the Silk Road, including Koilyk.
This decision confirmed the civilizational importance of the cities along the historic road
within the international scholarly community.

Archaeological research demonstrates that Koilyk functioned not only as an economic
center, but also a multi-confessional cultural hub. The discovery of a Buddhist temple, a
central mosque, a khanqah belonging to the Yasawi tariqa, a Manichaean complex, and
mausoleums within the town indicates the complex structure of medieval urban culture.
Christian monuments dating back to the XII-XIV centuries, including a carved tombstone with
distinct iconographic features, provide evidence for the presence of Nestorian communities
in this region (Baipakov, Zheleznyakov, 2022). These data indicate that Koilyk served as a
model of religious tolerance and cultural diversity in the Zhetisu-Ili-Shu region.

Thus, the study of Koilyk, based on archaeological, numismatic, and written evidence,
allows for a comprehensive assessment of its role within the international trade system,
political organization, and spiritual and cultural landscape of the thirteenth—fourteenth
centuries. The article analyzes the socio-economic conditions, international standing, and
multifaceted cultural heritage of Koilyk on the basis of relevant scholarly literature.

Materials and research methods

The study is based on comprehensive data directed to determining the history and
archaeological character of the medieval town of Koilyk. The data base of the article consists
of a various content of written and material evidence. Written sources include the works of
medieval authors, among them the accounts of the XIII century European traveler Guillaume
de Rubruck who carried out valuable observations during his journey to the Zhetisu region, as
well as works of scientists (V.V. Bartold, A.N. Bernshtam, M. Tynyshpayev and K.M. Baipakov)
on location and historical role of the town are the core scholarly foundation of the article.

The studies were considered as significant sources for comparative analysis, and
historical-typological and systematic analysis methods were utilized. Stratigraphic methods
and typological classification methods were used for dating archaeological materials, and
by comparing written and archaeological data, the historical development of the town,
its cultural space, and its social structure were depicted. Through such a comprehensive
methodological approach, the history of the medieval town of Koilyk was revealed a more
complete and objective way.

Degree of research of the topic

Archaeological work in the medieval town of Koilyk had begun in 1964. In the same year,
the Zhetisu archaeological expedition (led by K.A. Akishev) first recorded the monument,
documented its plan, and carried out preliminary exploratory excavations in several areas.
Expedition member K.M. Baipakov, comparing the painted and unpainted ceramic vessels
found in the excavations with materials from southwester Zhetisu, dated the settlement to the
period between the IX-XIII centuries (Baipakov, 1966: 78-79).
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Systematic excavations in the town were first initiated in 1998 by the South Kazakhstan
comprehensive archaeological expedition. In that year, excavations were conducted on a hillock
later identified as a “Buddhist temple”. Over several years of fieldwork, there was discovered
the site of a building with a central main room surrounded by corridors on all four sides, with
thick outer walls and round towers at the four corners. Fragments of ceramic vessels including
large storage jars (khum), vase, jugs, bowls, an iron knife, door hinges, small bronze objects and
bricks with sun image in their surface were found on the floor of the central room and corridors.
The characteristics of the ceramic vessels correspond to materials from the region of the XII-XIII
centuries. The architectural layout of the building and findings provide strong evidence that
it was a Buddhist temple. Similar temples have been discovered in several towns of Central
Asia. In addition, during the same year, excavations were also carried out in the residential
complexes located within the citadel of the town (Baipakov et al., 1998: 112)%

Excavation works at the medieval town of Koilyk were continued in 1999-2000. During
this period, the remains of the house “wealthy city resident” located in the southeastern part
of the town were investigated. Covering a total area of 540 square meters, the house consisted
of 15 rooms. The architectural design, the quality of the materials, features of the interior
design, and the findings served as a basis for providing that it was the private residence of
wealthy city inhabitant. Within the interior space of the house, installations were discovered
including various sizes of stoves, tandoors, places of chimney and structures for a heating
system. Glass blocks discovered inside this house, which was destroyed by a massive fire,
indicate that the windows of the rooms were indeed closed (Baipakov, 2007: 13-19).

During the excavation works in 2001, the site of a bathhouse (hamam) built in the Eastern
style of burnt bricks was discovered. The bathhouse, consisting of eight rooms, was heated
by an underfloor heating system. The bathhouse contained a boiler for heating water, as
well as rooms for changing clothes, bathing, massage, and relaxation. This building, with
walls preserved to a height of 2-2.5 m, was temporarily reburied. If properly restored, it is a
monument that is ready to become an excellent tourist attraction (Fig. 1).

: '.f " s \‘\
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Fig. 1. Koilyk. Photo and plan of the bathhouse: 1) Photo of the bathhouse; 2) Plan of the bathhouse
(Baipakov, 2005: 99, 105).
1-cyp. Koiiblk. MoHIIaHbBIH cypeTi MeH cbi36a xKocrnapsl: 1) MOHIIAHBIH CypeTi 2) MOHIIaHbIH
xocmapsl (Batimakos, 2005: 99, 105).
Puc. 1. Kotinbik. @oTorpaduis u miaH-ueptéx 6anu: 1) dortorpadus 6anuy; 2) [linan 6aHu
(Baitmakos, 2005: 99, 105).

ZBaipakov, K.M. Report on the Field Research of the South Kazakhstan Complex Archaeological Expedition
(YuKKAE) in 1998. Archive of the A.Kh. Margulan Institute of Archaeology. Almaty. File 2504. Inventory 40. 420 p.
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In 2006, within the framework of the state program «Cultural Heritage», excavation
works at the “Buddha Temple” further continued and archaeological investigations were
carried out in several locations in the Koilyk town, as a result of which the sites of several
mausoleums were discovered and identified as belonging to a group of domed mausoleums
with protruding facades. During the excavation works, 5 residential sites were revealed, and
a total of 669 vessel fragments were found, of which 113 were painted, 556 were unpainted,
most of the objects found were bone products (processed horns) and were collected various
bronze materials. In addition, initial data on the historical and topographic structure of the
Koilyk town have been presented.

The total area is 90 hectares, the longest part of the town is 1290 meters from northeast
to southwest, and 840 meters from northwest to southeast, the remains of a surrounding
defensive ditch measuring 10-17 meters in width and 1-2 meters depth have been identified,
and it was determined that the shakhristan and rabat areas of the monument are well preserved
(Baipakov et all., 2006: 41-45).

The excavation works carried out in 2003 were aimed at studying the topography of the
town. A three-level digital topographic model of the monument was created. In addition,
temporary preservation and protective covering were implemented in the “Buddhist temple”.
Thus, the town of Koilyk was clearly identified as one of the major medieval centers of
Zhetisu through both written records and archaeological research. The issue of determining
its precise location was discussed for many years and was ultimately resolved through its
scientifically proven identification with the town of Antonovka. The discovery of religious
buildings, residential constructions, baths and household items during the excavations
demonstrates a high level of cultural, economic and religious life of the town in the XX-XIII
centuries (Baipakov, 2003)3.

In 2009, the main excavation works were carried out on a rectangular hill in front of the
northern gate. During the excavation, four construction layers were revealed. The excavation,
measuring 20x12 meters, covered a total area of 240 square meters. Several residential
structures built of pakhsa (rammed earth) blocks were discovered. Internal construction
elements such as tandoors, chimney, and complex heating systems were identified in the rooms
of the houses. Based on the pakhsa blocks used in the construction of the walls, the excavators
suggested that this might have been a Sogdian quarter. This indicates the persistence among
some archaeologists of the outdated view, formed during the Soviet period, that the sedentary
culture of Zhetisu was influenced by Sogdian colonization (Baipakov et al., 2009: 26)*.

In 2012, excavation works continued, examining the external defense systems and their
elements of the town of Koilyk which had been a major political and economic center of
Zhetisu. In addition, excavation works were conducted in the citadel located in the middle
section of the northern wall (Baipakov et al., 2012: 18)°.

In 2013, excavation work was mainly focused on clearing, protecting and preserving the
private property of a wealthy resident that had been studied in 1999-2000. The object was
improved and measures were taken to turn it into a tourist attraction. Digital photographic

*Baipakov, K.M. Report of the South Kazakhstan Archaeological Expedition (YuKKA) for 2003. Archive of the
A.Kh. Margulan Institute of Archaeology. Almaty. File 2209, Inventory 45. 172 p.

“Baipakov, K.M.; Voyakin, D.; Seraly, N.; Kudabaev, Ch.; Kuzminova, A. Report on research work: Koylyk
settlement. Archive of the A.Kh. Margulan Institute of Archaeology. Almaty. File 2948, Inventory 51. 56 p.

5 Baipakov, K.; Sorokin, D.; Slavonevsky, V.; Gurulev, M. Report on research work “Kayalyk settlement.”
Archive of the A.Kh. Margulan Institute of Archaeology. Almaty. File 3076, Inventory 54. 53 p.
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documentation was made, and the excavation project was recorded using an electronic
tacheometer. Furthermore, an analysis of tenge circulation in Koilyk and other medieval
cities during the periods of the Great Mongol Empire and the Chagatai state was carried out.
This study was based on hoards and coins found during excavations in the cities of Otyrar,
Sauran, Taraz and Koilyk (Baipakov et al., 2013: 86)°.

The final excavation works were carried out in the settlement in 2018. During the
excavations of that year, a private residential structure consisting of several rooms was
discovered (Baipakov et al., 2018)’.

The interior features of the rooms are: the granary, the chimney, and the heating systems
were mostly constructed from burnt bricks. In one of the rooms, two large khum jars were
found inside a granary built in a corner. One of them was intact, the other was partially
cracked from the pressure of the collapsed soil. In addition, imported artifacts were Chinese
jars (Fig. 2).

In the article “Medieval ceramic pot handles in southern Kazakhstan: morphological features
and chronology” published in 2025, “it is stated that comprehensive information is provided on
the ceramic complex of the medieval town of Koilyk, particularly on the two main types of pot
handles, and it is concluded that the period of existence of Koilyk town corresponds to the IX-X
centuries and the XIII-XIV centuries” (Akhimbek, Nurgali, 2025: 17-39).

==t

Fig. 2. Koilyk. The progress of the archaeological excavation work conducted in 2018.
(Baipakov, Zheleznyakov, Taleev, 2018: 42).
2-cyp. KoinibIK. 2018 >KblIbl XKYPrisisireH Ka30a KyMbICTapbIHBIH OaphICHL.
(battmakos, XKese3nusakos, Tanees, 2018: 42).
Puc. 2. Koriblk. X0 apXeoJIOrnuecKuX packoIok, poBeéHHbIX B 2018 roxy.

(barnmakos, XeJje3Husakos, Tanees, 2018: 42).

6 Baipakov, K.; Kamaldinov, I.; Akymbek, E. Report on research work “Medieval urban culture of Kazakhstan
in the 12th-15th centuries based on written sources, archaeological research, and numismatic materials.” Archive
of the A.Kh. Margulan Institute of Archaeology. Almaty. File 3135, Inventory 55. 110 p.

7Baipakov, K.M.; Zheleznyakov, B.A.; Taleev, D.A. Brief report on archaeological research in 2018. International
Center for the Rapprochement of Cultures under the auspices of UNESCO. Manuscript. Almaty, 2018. 45 p.
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Discussion

Archaeological research conducted in the Koilyk town provides valuable evidence for
investigating the establishment and development of Islamic culture in the Zhetisu region.
Excavation works carried out within the framework of the “Cultural Heritage” program have
made it possible to comprehensively analyze at the religious and institutional structure of
the town, its architectural features, and the role of spiritual institutions in public life. The
identification of Muslim religious complexes belonging to two periods demonstrates that
the Islamic tradition in Koilyk was not a short-lived phenomenon, but rather the result of a
historical evolution.

In 2004, during excavations carried out in the Koilyk town within the framework of the
“Cultural Heritage” program, Muslim religious complexes belonging to two distinct periods
were identified. The first is - the mausoleums of the rulers of the Karakhanid dynasty and
a Sufi khanate (late XII - early XIII centuries). The second is - a Friday mosque built in the
central square in the middle of the XIII century, to which an additional construction with a
minaret was later built (Baipakov et al., 2005: 105).

The first period is associated with the rule of the Karakhanid dynasty and was characterized
by the formation of a religious space with a Sufi orientation. The construction of mausoleums
and khanaka indicates that Islam had become not only an official ideology, but also a
social institution based on spiritual practice. During this period, Islamic culture was firmly
established in the urban environment, influencing local architectural styles and building
traditions. The construction of the Friday mosque in the central square in the middle of the
XIII century marks the beginning of a new qualitative stage in the religious life of the town.
The construction of such a large-scale mosque testifies to the strengthening of the state and
public status of Islam, and the transformation of the town into a regional religious center.

The construction of the mosque indicates that Islam was widespread among the urban
population and was firmly established as a state religion. Archaeological data confirm that the
mosque was used for a long time and was renovated several times. The tenge coins dating to
the XIII c. 40s-50s, discovered during the excavation works testify to the political and economic
importance of the city. The mosque had a rectangular layout, with internal dimensions of
34 X 28 meters, the walls built of mud brick (thickness 1.7-2 m). The internal space was divided
by eight rows of columns, forming nine naves. There was probably a dome in the central part.
The mihrab, made of burnt brick, was oriented toward Mecca. The remains of the minbar
(the place where the imam of the mosque delivered the sermon) were also preserved. The
excavation works revealed heating furnaces and air ducts, as well as ceramic elements of water
pipes, indicating that the mosque was equipped with heating and sanitary systems.

In the first half of the X century, Islamic culture began to spread widely in the Karakhanid
state. Mosques, necropolises, and mausoleums were constructed in the cities. Examples of this
include the Burana Tower in Balasagun, the mausoleums of Aisha-Bibi and Babaji-Khatun,
as well as the remains of a mosque discovered during excavations in the ancient city of
Ornek (medieval Kasrybas). The mausoleums and Sufi khanaka complexes of this period
prove that the initial spread of Islam in the region was carried out not only through political
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influence, but also through spiritual and ideological mechanisms. It is evident that, prior to
the institutionalization of Islam, its Sufi forms played a dominant role in this area.

The followers of Khoja Akhmet Yasawi conducted religious preaching in southern
Kazakhstan and Zhetisu. The existence of such a community is evidenced by a manuscript
dated 1281, which deals with the genealogy of the Turkestan Khojas. The Khojas considered
themselves to be of Arab origin. The legend about the Arabs who lived in the Arabsay gorge
near Koilyk (Antonovka) has survived to this day. Written sources and legends have been
confirmed by archaeological excavations: the remains of a mosque and a khanaka were found,
which served as cultic structures for the dervishes (Baipakov, 2005: 53).

The Koilyk Mosque, as the first large Friday mosque in the northeastern part of Zhetisu,
testifies to the establishment of Islamic culture and the unification of architectural styles. This
proves that it was built on the model of religious centers in states such as the Golden Horde,
the White Horde, and Moghulistan (Fig. 3) (Zheleznyakov 2014: 340-342).

The emergence of the Friday mosque in the middle of the XIII century demonstrates that
Islam had reached a new qualitative level in the town. The construction of a large-scale,
complex-layout mosque indicates that Islam has established itself not only as a religious, but
also as a socio-political institution.

The structural features of the mosque architecture — a square layout, the division of
the internal space into naves by rows of columns, the construction of the mihrab made of
burnt bricks, as well as the preservation of the remains of the minbar (the place where the
imam of the mosque delivered the sermon) - demonstrate the established canons of Islamic
architectural models in the region. At the same time, the discovery of a heating system
and water supply pipes indicates that the building was not only a cultic object, but also an
advanced engineering complex. These data confirm that the monument is one of the first
large Friday mosques to be built in northeastern Zhetisu.

Excavation works carried out in the residential quarters of the town also complement the
socio-economic context of the religious center. The eight-room residential complex identified
during the 2014 investigations, and elements such as a chimney, tandoor, furnace, and heating
system in its internal structure characterize the living standards of the urban population. The
found household items and artifacts related to economic activities indicate a developed urban
culture and a stable settled lifestyle of the monument. This information can provide as a basic
guide for analyzing the role of religious buildings in the urban structure and their interaction
with residential areas.
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Fig. 3. Koilyk. Photo and plan of the mosque: 1) Aerial photo of the mosque;
1) Plan of the mosque (Zheleznyakov, 2023: 137).
3-cyp. KoiinblK. MemiTTiH cypeTi MeH xocnapsl: 1) MeIliTTiH ayefieH TyCipiJreH cyperTi,
2) MmemriT xocnapsl (XKesesuskos, 2023: 137).
Puc. 3. Kotinpik. @oTorpadus u njaH MedeTu: 1) A5popOoTOCHUMOK MedeTy;
2) ITiman mevetu (XKenesusakos, 2023: 137).

During the 2014 field season, a large residential structure (excavation 20) located in the
southern part of the settlement was investigated. Prior to the excavation, it was preserved as
a rectangular mound, approximately 2 meters high, with a base measuring 32 meters long,
and 28 meters wide. The northern slope was steep, the southern side was more gently flatter.
Nearby, there was a ditch (Kalmak) and another small mound. The total area of the excavated
area was 18.5 X 10 meters. The remains of a private dwelling consisting of eight rooms was
discovered. The rooms contained internal structures (interior) such as chimney, tandoor,
furnace and a heating system. During the excavation, small ceramic vessels, a stone mortar,
a fragment of grain grinder, a small altar fragment, a comb and a stone whetstone, and small
livestock bones were found (Kamaldinov, 2014: 346-347).

The process of Islamization, which began in the Karakhanid period, continued in subsequent
periods. The spread of the teachings of Khoja Akhmet Yasawi in the territory of Zhetisu
and Southern Kazakhstan was closely connected with the activities of Sufi centers. The
discovery of the remains of a khanaka and a mosque in Koilyk, as well as information about
the community of khoja found in written sources, indicate the widespread Sufi tradition in
this region. The correlation of legendary and genealogical data with archaeological evidence
clarifies the historical basis of religious life in the town.

At the same time, the coins and samples of material culture found in Koilyk allow us to
consider the political and economic significance of the town in connection with religious
institutions. It is known that the construction and functioning of religious complexes depended
on economic stability and the support of government structures. From this perspective, the
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mosque and its adjacent buildings are a comprehensive indicator of the town's status as a
regional center.

In this discussion section, the chronology of Muslim religious complexes in the Koilyk town,
their architectural features, and their role in the socio-cultural space are comprehensively
studied based on archaeological and written data.

During the research, a residential complex equipped with a sophisticated heating system
(kan) was identified. It is noticeable that the structure included not only living rooms, but
also spaces for household and ritual purposes. The presence of a special place for collecting
water, that is, a hauz, in the central courtyard of the house indicates the development of
engineering solutions.

These new archaeological findings make it possible to gain a deeper understanding of the
daily life, social organization, and religious and cultural beliefs of the inhabitants of Koilyk
town. Such collection of data clearly clarifies the historical significance of Koilyk as one of
the major medieval urban centers in Zhetisu region.

Regarding the reputation of the medieval town of Koilyk in international trade, in the article
“Koilyk is — a town of the Great Mongol Empire: numismatic and archaeological aspects” was
stated: “...Thus, most of the silver dirhams known to us were discovered in the territory of the
settlement in the village of Antonovka. Considering that in the XIII century copper tenge was
mainly used only in the local market in the town and its surrounding area, the discovery of a
copper coin during excavations proves that they were minted in this settlement”. Numismatic
data indicate the economic independence of Koilyk and its participation in the international
trade system. As a town that minted its own coins tenge, Koilyk had a high political weight
in the region. However, the exact geography of tenge circulation, its trade partners, and the
sphere of its economic influence require additional data. In this direction, there is a need for
a broader comparative analysis of numismatic materials.

During the era of the Mongol invasions, the only major town in the Zhetisu region known to
travelers and chroniclers that could mint its own coins was Koilyk. The collected numismatic
materials clearly indicate that a mint or institution for coin production operated in Koilyk.
According to the Hijri calendar, silver, copper and gold coins dated to the 630-640 AH contain
the inscription “minted in Koilyk” (Baipakov, Petrov, 2007: 14-21).

In the study entitled “The process of building cities of Kazakhstan in ancient and the
Middle Ages: cities of the XIII-XV centuries”, it is noted that a number of coins found in Koilyk
were minted by the khans of the Golden Horde, and the mosque constructed in the middle
of the XII century was functioned until the XIV century, and its architectural similarity to
the mosque discovered in the Vodyansk settlement in the lower flows of the Volga river was
described (Baipakov, 2012: 60-67).

In the UNESCO serial nomination “The Kazakhstani section of the Great Silk Road”,
there is information about the international status of the town: “...The road from the Iki
Oghuzs continued to the town of Koilyk, which had been the capital of the Karluk yabghus”
(Baipakov, Voyakin, 2012: 24). In another study, it was stated: that “ unique cultural
monuments discovered during archaeological excavations in the medieval Koilyk town were
described, and they date back to the XI-XII centuries, that is, to the era of the Karakhanid
state” (Zheleznyakov, 2018: 361-369).
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Academician K.M. Baipakov in his article “Medieval cities of the Ili Valley along the
Great Silk Road (north-eastern Zhetisu - Zhetisu region) of the VIII-XIV centuries”, through
the analysis of Arabic, Persian, Chinese and European sources, as well as archaeological
research materials, for the first time determined the location of all Zhetisu cities of this
period, they were correlated with archaeological monuments, and as a result, the discovered
archaeological sites were accurately compared with the cities in written sources. In particular,
the city of Urung-Arj was identified with the town of Kastek, the city of Almaty with the town
of Almaty-2, the city of Talkhir (Talkhiza) with the town of Talgar, the ruins of the fortress
with the town of Shingildi, the city of Iki Oguz with the town of Dungene, the town of Koilyk
with the town of Antonovka, the settlement of the Nestorian religion with the town of Lepsi,
the capital of the region with the town of Koktuma, and the city of Ilanbalyk (Ile-balyk) with
the town of Usharal (Baipakov et al., 2018: 24; Baipakov et al., 2020: 7-34).

In 2014, “The Great Silk Road: Chang’an — Tien Shan Corridor” was included on the World
Heritage List as a transnational nomination. Eight sites from the territory of Kazakhstan were
included in this nomination. This was a highly significant event, when the scientific and
expert community presented to the world community the key heritage sites located along the
historical route from Talas to Xi’an (Zheleznyakov, 2023: 127-153).

In 2014, the medieval town of Koilyk was inscribed on the World Heritage List. In 2016,
a local resident found a round stone with a deeply carved image of cross in the southern part
of the town, within the inner area of the defensive walls.

As a result of the analysis conducted in 2018, this material was interpreted as a tombstone
installed on a burial, and it was suggested that the small size of the artifact and the absence
of an inscription may be a mark placed to the grave of a young child.

Nestorians and other Christian communities have left a clear imprint on the cultural layers of
urban cultural monuments across Central and East Asia. During archaeological investigations
carried out in the town of Koilyk, a number of religious sites — a Buddhist temple, a main
mosque, a khanaka belonging to the Yasawi tariga, mausoleums, and a Manichaean temple
were identified and introduced into scientific circulation.

This first tombstone found in Koilyk makes it possible to better understand the broad
historical and cultural scope of the Christian tradition in the region. In addition, a spatial
and chronological analysis of Christian monuments dating back to the XII-XIV centuries
in the Zhetysu-Ili-Shu region was conducted, and their place in the structure of the multi-
confessional urban culture of the region was determined (Baipakov, Zheleznyakov, 2022:
209-219).

The medieval town of Koilyk is proven by archaeological and numismatic data to have
been one of the most important center of political, economic and spiritual life in the Zhetisu
region. The operation of the mint in the city, the circulation of silver and copper tenge indicate
its economic autonomy and active participation in the international trade system. Its strategic
location along the Great Silk Road made Koilyk a key hub of interregional communications.

Furthermore, monuments discovered within the town such as a mosque, Buddhist and
Manichaean temples, a khanaka and a Christian tombstone demonstrate that Koilyk developed
a multi-confessional and tolerant urban culture. These data indicate that the population of
town was ethnically and religiously diverse. Although, archaeological data is clearly proven
that Koilyk was a multi-confessional cultural space, issue about the exact nature and extent
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of this phenomenon are also controversial. The coexistence of various religious structures
may reflect religious tolerance, but further research is required in order to draw definitive
conclusions about their mutual relations, the degree of influence and social boundaries. In
particular, the place and role of Buddhist, Manichaean and Christian communities in the
urban structure have not been fully revealed.

XIII-XIV centuries, Koilyk is described as a major center recognized at the international
level, possessing developed infrastructure and well-established spiritual life. Its historical
heritage leads to a deep understanding of the medieval civilization of the Zhetisu region.
Archaeological research conducted in the Koilyk town makes it possible to comprehensively
consider through real data, the process of formation and establishment of Islamic culture in
the Zhetisu region. However, it is insufficient to limit the study only to the description of the
available materials, it is important to analyze them from a comparative and interpretative
perspective. In this regard, the division of Muslim religious complexes in Koilyk into two
periods indicates that the process of Islamization is not a one-sided, but a multi-stage and
historically dynamic phenomenon.

Results

It is known from written sources that there were several large cities in Zhetisu before the
Mongol invasion and during the period of Mongol domination (the Golden Horde). Among
them, the well-known and recently becoming the object of research are the cities of Talhir
(Talkhiz), Ekvus (Iki-Oguz), Ilanbalakh (Ilanbalyk), Lavan and Koilyk. Information about
the city of Kailak in Zhetisu is found in the Russian translation of the travel account of G.
Rubruck, the envoy was sent by the French king Louis IX to the Mongol Khan with the aim
of forming a military alliance. In the translator’'s commentary, it is noted that a medieval
Iranian author called this city as Pulad or Pula. It is written about the passage of the Chinese
traveler Chang-de through Pulad in 1253 (Travel, 1993: 110-111). G. Rubruk wrote: “... we
came to a large town called Koilyk, where there was a market visited by many merchants. We
rested here for 12 days” (Travel, 1993: 211). During his stay in the town, the envoy recorded
what he saw and learned. From his notes, it is understood that the embassy stayed in Kailak
until a special permission came from Mongke Khan. Rubruk, who freely exploring the town,
visited the market and religious buildings there, and left his impressions of the mosque,
church, and temples. The town of Koilyk, which the envoy called Kailak, was the capital of
the Karluk yabghus in the X-XIII centuries. Experts have attempted to determine its location
at different times.

V.V. Barthold was one of the first scholars to suggest that Kailak was most likely identical
with Kayalyk, the capital of the Karluk khan Arslan mentioned in Muslim sources, and
proposed that the site of the town could be a small town located north of Kapal, along the
Buyen river (Barthold, 1966: 105).

A.N. Bernshtam suggested identifying Kaylak with the town of Dungene, situated along the
Koksu river to the west of Taldykorgan city (Bernshtam, 1948: 88).

In his article “The Koksu ruins and the town of Koilyk”, M. Tynyshbayev, after analyzing
the legends recorded by Kerimkul Nazarov who was a prominent citizen of Kapal district,
connected the ruins of a destroyed city near the village of Dungene, close to the confluence

68



D.A. Taleev, A.A. Moldakhmet, S.N. Apasheva Turkic Studies Journal (2026) 54-76

of the Koksu and Karatal rivers, with the Kailak mentioned in the recordings of Rubruk
(Tynyshbayev, 1926: 119-127).

Academician K.M. Baipakov, as a long-time researcher of the medieval cities of Zhetisu,
by comparing written sources and archaeological materials, identified the location of the
town of Koilyk, where the French envoy stopped, with the town of Antonovka, situated on
the eastern outskirts of the present-day village of Koilyk, on the banks of the Ashybulak river
(Baipakov, 1986: 36).

The ancient name of this place, which was renamed the village of Antonovka during the
Russian Empire, was Koilyk. After Kazakhstan gained independence, its historical name was
restored. Therefore, K.M. Baipakov's version corresponds to reality. Moreover, the description
left by G. Rubruk's confirmed by the results of archaeological research. The name of the city,
which was the capital of the Karluks, is found in the sources and in modern usage (Pulad,
Koilyk) in several forms. Which of these forms is true remains an unresolved issue. The
researchers often rely on Russian translations of the sources, the name given by the translator
has been accepted as the main one.

And the possibility of verifying its accuracy is limited. As a result, different variants of
the names are formed. However, a solution can be found through deeper research. One way
to correct such inaccuracies to translate original not into Russian, but directly into Kazakh.
For example, when Bichurin translated the title of the Huns ruler from ancient Chinese into
Russian, it was given as “Shanui”, while scholars who translated Chinese sources directly into
Kazakh indicate it as “Tanirkut”. Similarly, the Davan kingdom is translated as Daduan, and
the Tocharians are given as Nukist. These versions are considered to convey the true meaning
of the names in the sources. It is also necessary to consider the data related to the town of
Koilyk from this perspective. In the article, it was decided to use the name “Koilyk”, which is
natural to the Kazakh language.

During many years of excavation works, four construction layers dating back to the VIII-
XIV centuries were identified at the site of the town of Koilyk (Baipakov et al., 2013)%. The
discovered bathhouse, mosque, khanaka, mausoleum and Buddhist temple mainly belong to
the latest cultural layer. These represent the sites of public buildings from the period when
the city flourished as a major trade and economic center during the Golden Horde era. Traces
of a complete fire were found in the upper construction layer. The majority of archaeological
materials were also taken from this layer. Among them was not only objects made by local
craftsmen, but also artifacts brought from China and Iran (Fig. 4).

Among the excavated finds were painted and unpainted vessels, jugs, jars, lids made of
glass and copper. Part of the archaeologically valuable artifacts are coins minted from copper,
bronze, and silver. Among them, coins minted in the town of Koilyk were also identified.
The discovery of the remains of numerous towns of various sizes located at the distance of
5-20 km around Koilyk confirms its regional importance. The sites of social construction
identified during the research excavations represent monuments with strong potential to
become excellent tourist attractions in the future. With the change in the political situation,
namely the centralization of power in the Mongol Empire, a complete centralization was also

# Baipakov, K.; Kamaldinov, I.; Akymbek, E. Report on research work “Medieval urban culture of Kazakhstan in the 12th-
15th centuries based on written sources, archaeological research, and numismatic materials” Archive of the A.Kh. Margulan
Institute of Archaeology. Almaty. File 3135. Inventory 55. 110 p.
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carried out in the spiritual sphere. As a result of research conducted in the Koilyk town, it was
determined that two mausoleums of representatives of the Karakhanid dynasty and a khanate
built on the basis of the Yasawi tariqa were the first Muslim centers in this large town at the
turn of the XII-XIII centuries. By the middle of the XIII century, Islam had firmly established
itself in spiritual culture. The communal mosque built in the middle of the century shows
that the Muslim population had become predominant in the town, and its culture acquired
common features characteristic of all regions of the Islamic world.

1 2 3

Fig. 4. Koilyk. Local and imported ceramics: 1) Local pottery; 2) Chinese jars; 3) Iranian pottery
(Baipakov, 2005: 99).
4-cyp. Koisblk. JKeprijiikTi xoHe UMIOPTTHIK bIABICTap: 1) xepriikTi siapic, 2. KpiTall KyMblpajaph,
3) Upan sipice (Baiinakos, 2005: 99).
Puc. 4. Kotinpik. MecTHas U UMIOPTHaA KepaMuKa: 1) MecTHas nocyAa; 2) KuTalickue KyBIINHBI,
3) upaHckas kepamuka (baiinakos, 2005: 99).

Conclusion

The significance of Koilyk is also mentioned in written sources. In 1253, Guillaume de
Rubruck visited the city, described its bazaar and religious buildings, noting that the large
number of merchants gathered there. These data fully correspond to archaeological evidence.
As the capital of the Karluk yabghus, the town served as a political center during the X-XIII
centuries, and later experienced a period of commercial and economic prosperity under the
Golden Horde era. The name of the town is appeared in sources in various forms (Kaylak,
Pulad, Kayalyk, Koylyk), but in modern scientific community the name “Koilyk”, identified
with the town of Antonovka, is considered the established form.

During thescientificresearch conducted at the monument in 1964, the Zhetisu archaeological
expedition led by K.A. Akishev, and later the complex archaeological expeditions headed by
K.M. Baipakov, identified four construction layers of the town and investigated its cultural
and economic life in the VIII-XIV centuries.

The town of Koilyk, which investigated in this study, has been confirmed by archaeological
and written evidence as one of the major medieval political, economic and cultural centers of
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Zhetisu. It has been scientifically proven that the site of this town is a monument located on
the eastern outskirts of the village of Koilyk (former the town of Antonovka) in the Sarkant
district of the modern Almaty region. Glass windows, Chinese vases, locally produced and
imported goods, as well as coin tenge minted in Koilyk, found during the excavations testify
to its important role on the international trade route. The remains of a wealthy resident's
fifteen-room house, an oriental-style bathhouse (hamam), a Buddhist temple, Muslim religious
complexes (mosque, khanaka, mausoleum) and public buildings demonstrate to the social
stratification and cultural diversity of the town.

The excavation works carried out at the monument revealed that the town consisted of
three main components typical of medieval urban architecture (citadel, shakhristan, rabad),
and that the dwellings were equipped with complex heating systems, and household elements
such as tandoors, chimneys, granaries. The mosque, bathhouse, mausoleum, Buddhist temple,
residential buildings, and farm structures discovered during the excavations indicate the high
level of cultural, religious, and domestic life of Koiluk. Among the discovered artifacts was
not only products of local craftsmen, but also items imported from China and Iran proves the
town's international connections. In addition, the remains of other settlements near the town
further strengthen its influence as a regional center.

Thus, the town of Koilyk occupies a special place in the medieval history of Zhetisu. It
was of particular importance as the political center of the Karluks, a religious center where
Islam and Buddhism coexisted, and a major economic hub on international trade routes.
The combination of long-term archaeological research and written sources determines the
contribution of Koilyk to the development of Zhetisu civilization and gives opportunities for
its broader promotion in the future both in scientific and as a tourist perspective.
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